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Graduate programs would fill provincial gap
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is discounted by about 10% because it has
no mandate for research and this costs
Ryerson an estimated $8 million per year.

“There is no longer a valid justification
for Ryerson to be denied a research role,”
Mr. Grier says. “It is time for our teaching
to be backed up by proper funding for the
kind of research, scholarly, and creative
work that our faculty and students can do
best, and which is essential to first-rate
undergraduate teaching, to accreditation,
to advanced studies, and to technology
transfer. We are doing a certain amount of
this now ($10-million worth since 1985)
but without formula funding support.”

Continued denial of this role, the pro-
posal says, “will stifle faculty growth and
interest and will seriously limit Ryerson’s
ability to attract good people,” which will
affect both the quality and accreditation
potential of programs.

Ryerson is empowered to grant only
specific undergraduate degrees—bachelor
of applied arts, bachelor of business man-
agement, bachelor of technology, and two
newly approved designations: bachelor of
engineering in Electrical Engineering,and
bachelor of social work.

The Institute is currently seeking B.Eng.
designations in five more programs. In

addition, the proposal argues that Ryerson
has a number of distinctive undergraduate
degree programs in Applied Arts and else-
where that are maturing and
professionalising, creating a need for rel-
evant graduate programs that, in many
cases, do not exist in Ontario.

“Ryerson is well positioned to fill this
educational gap at the provincial level,”
the proposal says. “It has the specialized
facilities, faculty strengths, and curricular
expertise upon which to build.” In particu-
lar, it adds, the new Rogers Communica-
tions Centre “provides an exceptional
breadth of opportunity (for new interdisci-
plinary programs) at both the undergradu-
ate and graduate levels.”

At present, the Institute must assess its
programsonaseven-yearcycle forsocietal
need, academic excellence, and financial
viability and resubmit them to the govern-
ment with full documentation and a re-
quest for continued funding.

“We are now mature enough to exercise
responsibly the same power intemnally to
determine the academic validity of pro-
grams and degrees that is enjoyed by other
universities,” Mr. Grier says.

Other points made in the president’s
letter and the proposal:

« A polytechnic university is fully ona

par with other Ontario universities, distin-
guished from them only by its focus on
applied and professional education. .

» The word “polytechnic” is a descriptor,
notalimitation. A polytechnic universityis
not a new species, it is not “limited pur-
pose” and it is no more “special purpose”
than any other university with a distinctive
mission, “Polytechnic” is not an absolute
requirement in Ryerson's university title, it
simply reflects the Institute’s program fo-
cus and provides a link with its past.

« The changes sought by Ryerson would
“opendoorsto future evolution that are still
closed today” but they “will not mean a
revolutionary transformationin whatwe do
or in who we are...our undergraduate pro-
grams will continue to be our centre of
gravity and our great strength.”

* Ryerson does not intend to pursue core
programs inarts and humanities but faculty
do have “an interest in applying arts disci-
plines to the solution of societal problems”
through “distinctive interdisciplinary pro-
grams that would logically lead to a bach-
elor of arts degree.” Examples of such
programs are: applied ethics, art and tech-
nology, the impactoftechnology on human
values, mass media and the arts, and thc.
sociology of technology transfer. m
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