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Proposal for full university status goes to OCUA 
A proposal for fu Il university status for 

Ryerson is in the govemrnent' s hands, 
after receiving the enthusiastic and unani
mous support of the Board of Governors at 
its May 27 meeting. Academic Council 
gave its unanimous approval on the same 
day (see story page 2). 

The 269-page proposal went forward on 
June 1 to the Ontario Council on University 
Affairs (OCUA), the appointed advisory 
body to the Ministry of Colleges and Uni
versities. 

The minister, Richard Allen, has stated 
_that the matter is a priority for him and has 
• asked for OeUA's advice by Sept. 1 this 

year (Forwn, May 24). 
Ryerson is seeking changes in its gov

erning act that would result in: 
• A fu lly fu nded research role. 
• Authority to develop graduate pro

grams. 
• Unrestricted powers in terms of degree 

designations. 
• Authority to regulate and validate its 

academic programs internally. 
• A name change to Ryerson Polytechnic 

University. 
President Terry Grier has said his goal 

is to have legislation encompassing these 
changes enacted before his term ex pires in 
1993. 

Board member Anthony Ferracuti 
(Arch. '59) said, "I think the idea of gradu
ate degrees is very e",citing and I'm all for 
it The president has done a super job on 
this and no one could represent our position 
bener to the government." 

Isabel Bassett, who became chair of the 
~~ard on July 1, commented that "this will .,UC a great move in puning us on a level 

playing field . You have done a great job, 
Mr. President" 

Ron Osborne, while supporting the in-

Unanimous support received from Board, Council 
tent, expressed concern about the nomen
clature, wondering if Ryerson will spend 
the next 20 years explain ing what a poly
technic un iversity is after spending the last 
20 defining a poly tec hnical institute. 

But Ron Besse (Business '62) said he 
hires Ryerson grads because "they are good, 
quick-start workers. I'm in fa vour of 
Ryerson Poly technical University to retain 
our uniqueness." 

In his covering letter for the proposal, 
Mr. Grier says, "Ontario must be more 
competitive in order to earn the income to 
pay for the social policies its citizens call 
for ... If we are to succeed as a province, 
applied education must be given the fu ll 

opportunity, the complete acceptance and 
recognition it still does not have. 

"What is the message, when the one 
institution in the province (indeed in the 
country) that specializes in degree-level 
applied education lacks the status which 
tells people that what it does is truly seen as 
important? 

"If Ontario is truly serious about the role 
of applied education in its fu ture, it will 
send the one signal that cannot be misun
derstood. It will give Ryerson the fu ll 
status of a university, and to its polytechnic 
mission the ungrudg ing status it deserves ... 

Currently, the Institute'soperating grant 
See GRA DUATE, page 2 
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EGGED ON: Institute mascot Eggy the ram had lots to smile about at convocation this year, 
including near-perfect weather and plenty of tasty turf in the Quad. Full convocation 
coverage on pages 3 to 7. 
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Graduate programs would fill provincial gap 
Continued from page 1 
is discounted by about 10% because it has 
no mandate for research and this costs 
Ryerson an estimated $8 million per year. 

"There is no longer a valid justification 
for Ryerson to be denied a research role," 
Mr. Grier says. "It is time for our teaching 
to be backed up by proper funding for the 
kind of research, scholarly, and creative 
work that our faculty and students can do 
best, and which is essential to first-rate 
undergraduate teaching, to accreditation, 
to advanced studies, and to technology 
transfer. We are doing a certain amount of 
this now ($10-million worth since 1985) 
but without formula funding support." 

Continued denial of this role, the pro
posal says, "will stifle faculty growth and 
interest and will seriously limit Ryerson's 
ability to attract good people," which will 
affect both the quality and accreditation 
potential of programs. 

Ryerson is empowered to grant only 
specific undergraduate degrees-bachelor 
of applied arts, bachelor of business man
agement, bachelor of technology. and two 
newly approved designations: bachelor of 
engineering in Electrical Engineering, and 
bachelor of social work. 

The Institute is currently seeking REng. 
designations in five more programs. In 

addition, the proposal argues that Ryerson 
has a number of distinctive undergraduate 
degree programs in Applied Arts and else
where that are maturing and 
professionalising, creating a need for rel
evant graduate programs that, in many 
cases, do not exist in Ontario. 

"Ryerson is well positioned to fill this 
educational gap at the provincial level," 
the proposal says. "It has the specialized 
facilities, faculty strengths, and curricular 
expertise upon which to build." In particu
lar, it adds, the new Rogers Communica
tions Centre "provides an exceptional 
breadth of opportunity (for new interdisci
plinary programs) at both the undergradu
ate and graduate levels." 

At present, the Institute must assess its 
programs on aseven-yearcycIe for societal 
need, academic excellence. and financial 
viability and resubmit them to the govern
ment with full documentation and a re
quest for continued funding. 

"We are now mature enough to exercise 
responsibly the same power internally to 
determine the academic validity of pro
grams and degrees that is enjoyed by other 
universities," Mr. Grier says. 

Other points made in the president's 
letter and the proposal: 

• A polytechnic university is fully on a 

par with other Ontario universities, distin
guished from them only by its focus on 
applied and professional education. _ 

• The word "polytechnic" is a descriptor, ., 
nota limitation. A polytechnic university is 
not a new species, it is not "limited pur
pose" and it is no more "special purpose" 
than any other university with a distinctive 
mission. "Polytechnic" is not an absolute 
requirement in Ryerson's university title, it 
simply reflects the Institute's program fo-
cus and provides a link with its pasL 

• The changes sought by Ryerson would 
"open doors to future evolution that are still 
closed today" but they "will not mean a 
revolutionary transformation in what wedo 
or in who we are ... our undergraduate pro
grams will continue to be our centre of 
gravity and our great strength." 

• Ryerson does not intend to pursue core 
programs in arts and humanities but faculty 
do have "an interest in applying arts disci
plines to the solution of societal problems" 
through "distinctive interdisciplinary pro
grams that would logically lead to a bach
elor of arts degree." Examples of such 
programs are: applied ethics, art and tech
nology, the impact of technology on human I 
values, mass media and the artS, and the , 
sociology of technology transfer .• 

A~ __________________________________ ~ __ ~~ 
V Forum, July 5, 1991 
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