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Toronto, J.Fil U, 1950 

Message to the 195Q Graduating Class 

With a •tJoa.Dse teeline ot regret, I a44reaa this ~~eaaase to the 

gnduat1Dg claaa ot 1950, tar it •ane the tble has eo. to 'bid a relucta:At 

tarevell to B7ereon' s ttrst atu4ents. 

It is ~aid that the ttrat ltorn 1n a :tai~ al~a holcla a special 

place in tbe attectiona ot the pal'eDta, 4eBJ1 te the tact that he has been aub-

Jected to JmCh expert.-ntaticm. on the part ot h1a 41eTOte4, lnlt aoaettaa 

esaaperated, -.other aM. father. While a~te:a41D8 th1a 1nat1tutiaa., 70\1 too b&Te 

been the su'bJect ot an e%pert.nt but oue ot an e4ucat1oaal uatm'e &124. eY01Te4 

OD.l.T after llllCh caretul thousbt aD4 pl.amliDf!. I haft no bea1tat1on 1a atattne 

that the :.ellbers ot the atatt teel tbat, Ju481Ds 'b7 tbe cali'bre ot our first 

graduates, this eduoaticmal ex:pert.nt 1a prod.ucine the tne ot 10UD8 men 

&Dd va.n who, in the JeU'B to e0111e, rill not oa.lJ' 'brln8 credit to theluelTes 

anA their cOUAtr;r but to the 1net1tut1on tbat baa awarded tbut ~ir diplalllaa. 

'the elaaa ot 1950, therefore, in ita own right as wll as beiDS our tiratborn, 

Will alft7a hold an hanoured niche 1n our hall ot ta.e. 

!be JIOntbs han J&&eed qu1c.tl.T since p:rar ttrst 4&7• at ll,-erBOD vhen 

7011 were, in truth, •Btft.Dsers in a ·~ lanA". You poaaeaae4, hoveTer, 

the apirit ot tbe true :p1duer. You 'ftie1Y1U1Dg to atake 7our tuture on an 

uatried &D4 praot1cal..q un1r:nam tl l 1nat1 tu.tic, tirll in the 'belief 

that tt ottered the tne ot tnatructton that vOttlcl prepare 70U tor the career ot 

Tour 4reDJS. What an 1Dap1r1Ds obal.l.eqe that was to the tacult7l And vbat 

e1'torta were put tarth to ensure that 70U woulcl not be di•p:potat.ed. 

The paat two 7eU'a ha"- 'been packed Yit.h a Tibrant c!eteratnat10A on 

70TJr pert to place lt7UII<lD at the toretront ot all institutions ot ita k1Dd in 

Canada. Your unbOUDded enthuaia• bas beea the atiJmlus needed to 4eTelop the 

Jd.Dd ot l'eiiO\ll'eetul student boq that takes an actt.e interest 1a the 'MD:/ 



extra-curricular acth1. tie a on t.be ca:aqJUa. You Yill al1f8.7• recall w1. th pleaiiUl"e 

the electione tor the atwl.ata( a4a1n1atrat1-.. coUDCila and the viae leaderehip 

ot tb.oae coaDCilaJ the ::ruglJ7, hocke7 &Dd 'baaketltall tee.:aa tbat haft dcme ao 

E.Ch to establish a reputation tar our coloara; !he ll;JeriiOidan and ita l!llll!t.ll 

brother, 'fhe L1 ttl.e DaU-7, and. the a._le wort ot ita edt torial and neva ata:rta; 

the preaa b&D(uets when prizea were a'W&'I'Iled tor the beat atariea ot tbe ,-ear; 

the athletic 'ballq11eta &Dd the awardiJI& ot letters to d.eael"Yi.DS athletes; the 

Tarious pe.rt1ea tl11ro1Jahout the Yinter ..antha; tbe 1949 1nit1ationa when a CO!IIIJlS.l'a­

tiftl,J Blllt.ll group ot aophOJIDres tried to initiate a treshE.D. claaa tvice ita 
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n'Wibera; the field cla7, with ita celebrated chariot race; the Cbria1illla.a parttea; 

the "Blue &Dd Gold" At-ll011e; RIO!, 19501 and tbe discOYer;r ot what f'uD it was 

to participate in a atunt aDd n.tch others torpt their iDhfbitiona and do 

lU:eYiee; the openiDs of the Student•' UAiOBJ the pros:ram-a on Badio Station 

CJB!-JI(. 

Vill 70U eTer target the thrill ot turaiag the dial on '1'0'flr radio and 

hear1D8 the ncnr faailiar announce•nt, "'lhia is CJR1'-JII, Hucation' a awn atatioa. 

'fo-D.iaht the B7er11011 choir Jl'88enta a p:rograJ~D~e ot choral 1111a1c tr011. historic 

E~ llal1 aitu.ted 1n the heart ot dcnmtown ~o.ato•. Posaibq the a:naouncer 

Yill fJ8.7, "The lqersoa ban! is to gift · a ~ert tr:1r the nert fifteen 111nutea, • 
1 

or the acript ~ 'ftd., "'.rhe caat ot the J1l.aT rou are about to hear is ca.potled. 

ot atudenta atteiKli.Ds !he ltJC"IIOD Institute ot !lecbnolog•. All theM organisa­

tions haTe dcme JII1Ch to aeaiet in the deTelo}'llleD.t ot a :tull. atu4ent lite at 

But now 7ou are puttiDs all theM thins• behiDd psu.. The;r becc:ae a bact­

grOUDd ot pleaeant :meJaOriea as 7ou •111' forth to ate 70ur ark in the world and 

acbieTe succe••· That is a taeciD&tiq word, "auccea•" - tu1l ot rOJI'II!mOe1 

excite'MD.t, poaition and power. It eoUDds ao trium;pba.Ja.t that saae people tr;r 
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to o)tatn it ~ 41M.ODest lleaDI!. !'!'ue eu.oeeaa, honftr, caan.ot "M --.su:red )7 

one'• ,_lth or position or acCOJQ11ablleata. !lapp1Desa ct'lBI!a traa Y1th1a and 

baa 11 ttle ftle'Y&DOe to the nl.Diber ot etocke and bonds in a a.tet;r 4epoa1 t 'box. 

It ia olo1el.T a.:ttn to the aat1~a.ctton 7ou olt"ta1n troa do1111J 70ur Jolt to t!ae 

beat of 1011r a'b111V M4 trca tbe relatiCIIUihipa 70U haTe with thoae who are 10V 

trieDd.s u4 aaaociatea. 

J1w 4.o 70u &chine this tll!Da called .,au.ceeea"l J'irat of all, J'01l 

mat mate up 7a&r :aiDd what 7oa. 'tnm t to clo or beoaae. Thea JOU 11118t do 7rmr 

leTel best to ach1eft that coal• And. the ft1 to at&rt is l1.pt at the 'bott011. 

ot the ladder, ae?er m.egleetuaa 1n &air Y&T the task a that ~ appear to be •Jrlal 

or ViTial. A.a a -.tter ot fact, the q11"1t you liapla7 ill )erf'OJiains the• 

lliaor aaats-ata •1 determine whether or aot 70\1 are :placec1 in UDe for 

)II'C80t1on. It baa beea emplaaeized JI&Dl' t1•• that. there is no su'bat1 tute for 

hut, ettecti -re YOZ'k. Alwara reae1Uer that the an.l.1' hoaourable :prc:...tton 1a 

one tb& t 1a earaecl. 

llu.t on the V&7 up and eTen when 7ou baTe rea.ehe4 ~ top ot 7r:mr lAdder, 

700. will be lllll'P'iee4 to. dieeOTer that. 70u .aat. learD how to lift with 701a 

auceeases. ly that, I 1le8.ll ,-ou :mat hold ftD a)141DC reqect tor 70TJ.r Jo\ aa4 

neYer necleot 1 t 1n a:q sene. ot the wed-. 1 On the other ha4, J011 ID18t not let 

it dall1nate 7rm. \o the exclusion of other · l'l! .ta. You ana. 7our 3o1t sat 

becCIIe part.Dere on a 'baste aODie'What s1a1lar to a ha:PPT .a-1ap. '!'he mere poaeea­

aton of skills and tnovletaes and the acovml.at1c of more llk1lla aa4 lmoYledpa 

4oeoa not al.cme easure &dftnceMD'i or e-nm guamatee that OAe 'Will hold one• a 

Jo). Succe•• ta Ct.W.pOu:ndetl ot eo ~ elaent• •• aat1Ye ability, t'l'lt.1D.!.Jas, 

4e--.D&t1cm., per&eTerMCe, taiti&the, eelt-41ac1pl1De, :per.,..l1t7 .... that 7ou 

~mat 't17 to 4eTelop aU ot tba. A pleaatns, oltl1g1Da -.nner _,.. Man the dit• 

fel'eDCe between suoc~ee ar tatlure. In hie ltook "'l.e•nte ot Hu.n ~·, 



JCr. c. •· Qow etatee, "Ill a zoecent BUne7 ~ Oftr tour t.houll&lld case•, 1t vas 

tOUDd tba~ 6~ at t.be aplOJH• discharged were llllAt111tacto!7 'becau .. of aoc1al 

1UI&4apta11111t7, Gllq ~ tar tecbaical iacQQetence. 

Look ._u, thel'etare, that 70U do :aot torpt the Wpartance ot all 

thoee pr1Jic11tle• that point tbe Y&7 to the h1s)leet u4 'bellt thtDas ot lite. *"' 
TeU• aeo, Altred Lord ifem~Tacm JJ"OpoUDded. a :pb.1lolt0Jb7 that bae DeTer beeJl 

ncce•atull.7 cbal leoeet -
"Selt•ft-..:reace, .. lt-lmotrleqe, eelt•OQII.trol 
!'heae three &loDe lead lite to 80'f'el"e1p pcJhl'". 

AD4 eo to JOU, our tiret snAuatee, we b14 a tcad adieu. We hope tbat 

.wtsat 70'1 haTe l.ear.Ded 1a theBe halle &Dil corr14ore has e"Yen exceeded -rour 

expectat1ou for aae ot the •ia o11Jeot1~• ot this Iut1tute 1s to 8bare with our 

etu4eats our la:aowl.eclge UJ4. td,eae. Ve truet that the 41pla. J'Oll haTe rece1ftd 

will 'be a hall-ark to e1p1f7 to eftl701Le that 7ou ba'ft 1»ee.11 tb~ prepared 

to atep on tbe ttret I'\1DfJ ot 111'e' • la44er. You lea'ft aecure in tbe balrledae 

tbat 70V careers will be tol.l.otMcl Yith e&88r ant1e1::pattcm 1t7 -rovr toner teaohezoeo 

Ve haTe ltut one Yiah tor 7ou -- that J'OU will ach1eft tn1e success al~ Ute' a 

41fflcult roa4 aD4 that 1D. acc~1ab.1Dg J'Oltl aa'b1 t1cm, rou will briDS hoaom: to 


